1610]         Assassination of the King.          451

euseand Du Perron, the Duke of Mayenne, and Mar-
shal Brissac, of the Barricades. By placing the leaders
of the Catholic party in the Council of Regency,
Henry apparently sought to remove the bad im-
pression made on the orthodox by the high military
commands bestowed on heretics. He was no doubt
confident that the dread of displeasing a victorious
sovereign would secure the co-operation of the
Council in his policy, however distasteful to them.
Mayenne, moreover, had given repeated proofs of
loyalty and did not appear to be implicated in the
intrigues, by which the younger members of his
family had lately annoyed the King.

On May 13th the Queen was crowned with great
splendour at St. Denis. On the i6th she was to
make a state progress through the streets of Paris.
On the 19th her husband was to leave the capital to
take the command of the well-equipped army of
35,000 men assembled since April at Chalons.

It was not yet known whether the Archdukes
would allow the French to cross their territory as
friends. Henry perhaps hoped that they would not.
Whatever its discipline and valour, the small army
under the orders of Spinola at Namur could scarcely
be a match for his superior forces, and if it were
defeated the Netherlands would be at his mercy*
A few thousand men would suffice to drive the
Archduke Leopold out of Juliers, and it is uncertain
what use he intended to make of his army if Arch-
duke Albert gave him no pretext for commencing
hostilities. Perhaps he himself hardly knew in what
direction the most decisive blow might be struck,